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The primary objective of the JCOMM Observations Coordination Group (OCG) is 
to provide technical coordination to implement fully integrated ocean observing 
system across the entire marine meteorology and oceanographic community. 
JCOMM OCG works in partnership with the Global Ocean Observing System, 
which focusses on setting observing system requirements and conducting 
evaluations.  JCOMM OCG initially focused on major global observing networks 
(e.g. Argo profiling floats, moored buoys, ship based observations, sea level 
stations, reference sites, etc), and is now expanding its horizon in recognition of 
new observing needs and new technologies/networks (e.g. ocean gliders). Over 
the next five years the JCOMM OCG is focusing its attention on integration and 
coordination in four major areas: observing network implementation particularly in 
response to integrated ocean observing requirements; observing system 
monitoring and metrics; standards and best practices; and improving integrated 
data management and access. This presentation will describe the scope and 
mission of JCOMM OCG; summarize the state of the global ocean observing 
system; highlight recent successes and resources for the research, prediction, 
and assessment communities; summarize our plans for the next several years; 
and opportunities for the GCOS community. 


